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This order will be a
huge boost for us &
will give a major fillip
to the MSMEs in this
region.

Cmde Hemant Khatri, IN (Retd.)
CMD, HSL
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HSL counts on mega
Rs 22K Cr Order

VIS News Service

Counted among one of
the pillars of economic

growth in this region,
Hindustan Shipyard Lim-
ited is expecting a huge
order from the Indian
Navy which could very
well alter the course of not
only this iconic shipyard but
the region’s economy.

‘HSL is in the process
of finalizing the contract

for construction of 5 Fleet
Support Ships (FSS) worth
about Rs 22,000 Cr by the
end of FY 2021-22’ said its

Chairman and Managing
director, Cmde
Hemant Khatri,
IN (Retd.)

Talking to media
persons on the sig-
nificance of this or-

der the CMD said ‘This or-
der will not only be a huge
boost for us but will also
give a major fillip to the

various MSMEs in this re-
gion’.

To cater to this order
HSL will look at spending
Rs 1000 crore for
modernising its infrastruc-
ture over the next two to
three years.

And depending on likely
future orders the yard is

Contd. on Page ..2
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Exports play a para
mount role in earning

much needed foreign ex-
change for the country
while also significantly con-
tributing to the Make in In-
dia program.

The government of In-
dia Under its ‘Districts as
Export Hubs Initiative’ has
identified products and ser-
vices with export potential
for all districts in the coun-

try.
In a first the central

government recently

Two AP districts in India's
Top 30 Export Districts

ranked the
top 30 dis-
tricts of ex-
ports along
with their top
5 exported
commodities
for the period
Apri l -Sep-
tember 2021-
22.

Topping the charts is
Jamnagar (Gujarat) with to-
tal exports of USD 22110.60

million
f o l -
l o w e d
by Surat
(Gujarat)
at USD
9693.91

million, Mumbai at USD
7823.18 million

The district of

Visakhapatnam was the
only district from the state
to feature in the top 15
coming in at number 14
with total exports of USD
2755.02 million for the pe-
riod April to September
2021-22. The top 5 export
commodities from the dis-
trict included Engineering
goods at USD 845.96 mil-

Contd. on Page ..6

“Shipbuilding
projects key to

MSME Participation”
VIS News Service

Stating that there is a
huge area of opportu-

nity for MSMEs in the In-
dian Navy the newly taken
in charge,
Eastern Na-
val com-
mand, Vice
A d m i r a l
B i s w a j i t
Dasgupta,
A V S M ,
YSM, VSM
r e i t e r a t ed
the Indian
N a v y ’ s
strong focus
o n
indigenisation
and said that
there is a fair Degree of
Private Participation at
ENC.

Highlighting shipbuilding
and ship repairs as signifi-
cant areas of opportunities
for industry he said ‘Our
own repair yards do a lot of
repairs across our com-
mands. Earlier we used to
do much of the repairs on
our own but now many of
those repair contracts have
been outsourced to smaller
companies that are compe-
tent’ said the Vice Admiral.

On the shipbuilding front
he however acknowledged
that mostly large industries
end up participating and said
there was a need to bring in
smaller scale units too.

‘ W e
are trying
very hard
to create
an eco-
s y s t e m
f o r
MSMEs’
s a i d
V A D M
Dasgupta.

T h e
Flag Of-
f i c e r
C o m -
manding-

in-Chief (FOC-in-C), East-
ern Naval Command
(ENC) also laid the onus on
the respective shipyards
across the country for cre-
ating a robust eco-system
for MSMEs.

‘One of the major av-
enues of participation for
Indian Industry can majorly
happen through shipbuilding
projects. An order given to
a shipyard creates a huge
opportunity for many
MSMEs and vendors’ said
VADM Dasgupta.

Goyal
urges In-
dustry to
take risks
VIS News Service

Union Minister of Com
merce & Industry,

Consumer Affairs, Food
& Public Distribution and
Textiles, Mr Piyush
Goyal has called upon
the captains of Indian In-
dustry to set ambitious
targets as he said the
economy is poised for a
sustained spell of rapid
growth.

Addressing the 5th
Meeting of the CII Na-
tional Council in New
Delhi recently, he said the
Industry has a huge role
to play in the uplift of the
poor and underprivileged.

Mr Goyal encouraged
the Industry to have a
greater appetite for tak-
ing risks, to invest in In-
dustries that may be less
profitable at the start, but
are labour oriented and
create lakhs of jobs. He
also urged the Industry to
promote tribal handicraft
products as part of their
CSR activities.

An order given to shipyard
creates a huge opportunity
for MSMEs & vendors.
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IN BRIEF AP has

25 Steel
plants

VIS News Service

As per an official re
lease from the min-

istry of steel there are
a  to ta l  o f  878  s tee l
plants in the country out
of which 869 are in the
private sector.

In  t he  s t a t e  o f
Andhra Pradesh there
is one steel plant in the
public sector while 24
in the private sector.

Punjab has the high-
est no of steel plants in
the private sector with

114 s tee l  p lants  fo l -
lowed by 90 in Tamil
Nadu ,  80  i n
Chha t t i sga rh ,  71  i n
Gu ja ra t  and  54  i n
Maharashtra.

The total crude steel
production in the coun-
try stood at 103.54 mil-
lion tonnes wherein the
private sector contrib-
u t ed  84 .03  mi l l i on
tonnes and the public
sec to r  con t r i bu t ed
19.51 million tonnes.

The production saw
a decline in the last fis-
cal compared to 109.14
MT in  2019-20  and
110.92 MT in 2018-19.

Coal’s Single Window
Clearance

The Union government has already launched Single
Window Clearance portal on 11 Nov. 2021 for

the coal sector to speed up the operationalisation of
coal mines. It is an unified platform that facilitates
grant of clearances and approvals required for starting
a coal mine in India. Now, the complete process shall
be facilitated through Single Window Clearance Portal,
which will map not only the relevant application
formats, but also process flow for grant of approval
or clearances.

ISTD Brochure released
RINL CMD Mr. Atul Bhatt recently released

the brochure of the National Conference of the
Indian Society for Training and Development (ISTD),
Visakhapatnam Chapter. The ISTD in association
with  RINL, VSP, is organizing a Two Day   National
Conference on 7th – 8th January, 2022 on the theme
“Beyond the
Pandemic  - The Way
forward for HR – The
Road to Digital
Transformation of HR”
at RINL,
Visakhapatnam Steel
Plant. Mr. Bhatt said
that the meet will
provide an excellent opportunity to PSEs, Government
organizations, NGOs, MNCs, Industries, MSMEs and
academic Institutions from India and abroad to
showcase their best practices in HR and exchange
knowledge with others on the future of HR in Industrial
Revolution (IR) 4.0 scenario.

US Consul General Melinda
Pavek visits CIL Hq

Ms. Melinda Pavek, Consul  General of the
United States of America, Kolkata visited Coal

India Hq and met
Mr. Pramod
Agrawal, Chairman,
CIL. Mr. Binay
Dayal, Director–
Technical, CIL, and
 Mr. S. N. Tiwary,

Director – Marketing, CIL, were present on the
occasion. In August 2021 she assumed the charge of
Consul General of the United States of America for
the Kolkata Consular District. Ms. Pavek took
responsibility for advancing U.S.-India relations in the
consular jurisdiction covering West Bengal, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Sikkim, and the seven northeastern states.

VSP wins Chess Tourney

Team RINL-VSP won the All India Inter-Steel
Chess Championship 2021-22 held under the

aegis of Steel Plants Sports Board (SPSB) at
Ukkunagaram, Visakhapatnam. Amidst the tough
competition between 8 teams from different steel
Plants, RINL-VSP won the Winner’s trophy by winning

12 match points
and 19 board
points. The
runner’s trophy
was won by the
Rourkela Steel
Plant team.  
R I N L
CMD Mr. Atul
Bhatt, who was

the chief guest handed over the trophies to the winners
and runners. In his address, CMD congratulated the
players and said that the game of chess improves special
abilities like thinking ahead of others and planning in
advance which is quite useful to our day to day life
also.

Provide relief to MSMEs:
Goyal to Steel Makers

VIS News Service

The Minister for Com
merce & Industry, Tex-

tiles, Consumer Affairs and
Food & Public Distribution,
Mr Piyush Goyal has ap-
pealed to Steel Makers to
explore the possibilities of
offering relief to small in-
dustries and exporters.

A meeting was held re-
cently involving participants
from Steel Industry and
Actual Industry users. The
meeting was convened to
address the issues raised by
small industries and export-
ers about steel input prices.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mr Goyal said that special
care of MSMEs needs to be
taken for easier and cost ef-
fective supply of Steel. He
asked the Steel Industry
stakeholders to assess the

manufacturing costs and
explore the possibilities of
offering relief to small indus-

tries using steel as input for
manufacturing of compo-
nents and other engineering
products.

As per a release from
GoI Steel Industry stake-
holders showed intent to
support Small and Medium

enterprises and exporters.
They assured the Small En-
terprises and Exporters

about finding affordable
solutions to address their
challenges especially in
the wake of the pandemic.

The meeting was also
attended by the Union
Minister of Steel, Mr
Ram Chandra Prasad
Singh, Minister of
MSME, Mr Narayan
Tatu Rane, Chairperson,
SAIL, Ms. Soma
Mondal, CMD,
Rashtriya Ispat Nigam
Ltd., Mr Atul Bhatt,

CMD, JSW Steel Ltd., Mr
Sajjan Jindal, CEO and
MD, Tata Steel, Mr T.V
Narendran, DG & CEO,
Federation of Indian Export-
ers Organization and senior
officials of the concerned
Ministries.

NMDC Records
Best Ever Nov.

VIS News Service

National Mineral De
velopment Corpora-

tion Ltd. (NMDC), a pub-
lic enterprise under the
Ministry of Steel with iron
ore production of 3.34 MT
in November 2021 has
achieved the highest ever
for any November month
since inception and sales is
2.88 MT in November
2021. Cumulative produc-
tion and sale figures for the
first eight months of the
FY22 up to November
2021 stood at 24.37 MT
and 24.96 MT respectively
- the best ever perfor-
mance up to November for
any year. The company

achieved a growth of 36%
in production and 33% in
sales over CPLY.

Congratulating the
NMDC team for yet an-
other impressive perfor-
mance, CMD NMDC Mr.
Sumit Deb said, “The lat-
est GDP growth figures
suggest a firm recovery of
the economy and that is
very reassuring although
NMDC is already moving
forward on its path to dou-
bling production in the next
five years. The need of the
hour for all of us is to en-
sure the lessons we’ve
learnt through these last
two years and better pro-
tect ourselves and our op-
erations.”

VIS News Service

Ministry of Coal has
adopted new tech-

nology of 2D/ 3D coupled
with drilling for exploration
coal to cover larger area in
short span of time. 1.9 Lakh
meter in detailed drilling,
1.5 Lakh meter in promo-
tional drilling and 300 Line

Km of 2D/3D seismic sur-
vey has been targeted in
the year 2021-22 by Coal
Mine Planning & Design
Institute (CMPDIL) said a
release.
  It was informed that Coal
India Limited (CIL) has
provided more coal during
the current fiscal (up to No-
vember’21) in comparison
to last year same period.
During April-Novem-
ber’21, CIL has dispatched
coal to the tune of 421.11
Million tonnes in compari-
son to last year same pe-
riod figures of 357.13
achieving a growth of about
18%.

Two sub schemes viz.
Detailed exploration and
Promotional (regional) ex-
ploration is continuing
through Central sector
scheme by Ministry of Coal
for exploration of coal and
lignite.

New Tech @
Ministry of

Coal

364 MSMEs registered at HSL

looking to outsource/mate-
rial procurement to the
tune of 4500 to 5000 Cr in
the next 3 to 4 financial
years.

These would
therefore open up
the doors to the
local industry, ven-
dors, MSMEs etc.

HSL currently has a
registered vendor base of
364 MSMEs and has
taken initiatives to conduct
regular vendor develop-
ment meets to enable free
flow of information re-
garding the business op-
portunities especially for
indigenisation.

As per the CMD HSL
has held 7 vendor meets

HSL counts on mega
Rs 22K Cr Order

this year itself addressing
each category of MSMEs
Viz. Women, SC/ST etc.
‘HSL has procured goods
worth 38 % of its total pro-
curement from MSMEs
over the last 4 years on an

average and this figure has
been achieved already in
this financial year’ said the
CMD.

He also informed that
HSL looks to ramp up its
manpower at the shipyard
and aims to double its
workforce.

There are currently
2600 people working at the
yard and we want to scale
this up to 4000 informed

the CMD.
HSL recorded a turn-

over of Rs 500 crores in
FY’21 and looks to end
FY’22 with Rs 900 crores.

Stating that the ship-
yard primarily
works on 3 ver-
ticals i.e. ship
repair, ship
building and

submarine refits the CMD
said that ship building con-
tributes the highest turn-
over of 60-70% however
the most profitable busi-
ness for the yard is the
ship repair and submarine
refits.

He also highlighted
that HSL will soon be de-
livering its 200th vessel to
its customer which is cur-
rently out on trials.

Contd. from Page 1
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‘Exports from J&K
to reach Rs 5,000
crore in 2 years’

VIS News Service

Identifying Jammu and
Kashmir as a huge po-

tential for growth in indus-
trial activities

Mr Manoj
Sinha, Lieutenant Gover-
nor of J&K said that the
state is looking at increas-

ing exports from the Union
Territory to Rs 5,000 crore
in the next two years from
Rs 1,500 crore now.

“We are setting up a dry
port with a customs clear-
ance facility to increase
trade with other states and
outside countries too,” he
said while addressing the
50th Edition of Northern
Region Export Awards or-
ganized by EEPC India.

Mr Sinha noted that
Jammu and Kashmir is pro-
viding a flourishing innova-

tion ecosystem where
MSMEs, producers, ser-
vice providers and users
are on the same wave-
length and will immensely
contribute to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s dream
of making India
‘AtmaNirbhar’. “J&K
government’s aim is to

take industries to
the next level by
making invest-
ments today to
maximise economic
benefits in the fu-
ture,” he said.

Mr Sinha in-
vited manufacturers to in-
vest in J&K as there are
huge opportunities available
for the companies to avail.

“There are 17 Focus
sectors that we identified
and the engineering indus-
try is one of the cores of
that focus sector. We have
already received more than
Rs 15,000 crore invest-
ments in the region across
sectors from many domes-
tic and international com-
panies and I would like you
to join them,” he said.

IN BRIEF

VIS News Service

Mr Vinit Kumar,
Chairman, Syama

Prasad Mookerjee Port,
Kolkata (SMP) and Rear
Admiral VK Saxena, IN
(Retd.), Chairman &
Managing Director, Gar-
den Reach Shipbuilders
and Engineers Ltd.
(GRSE) jointly inaugu-
rated the GRSE-KPDD
(Khidderpore Dry Dock)
Unit in Kolkata recently.

Under the agreement,
both GRSE & SMP,
Kolkata shall look forward
towards developing a dy-
namic partnership in ex-
ploring new business op-
portunities in Ship repair &
refit of Defence & com-
mercial segments, leading
to revenue generation and
contributing to skill devel-
opment, infrastructure up-
grade and employment
generation in Kolkata.

On the occasion Rear
Admiral VK Saxena,
Chairman and Managing
Director, GRSE, said, as
part of the investment pro-
motional activity of mari-
time India, this agreement

GRSE-KPDD explore opportu-
nities in Ship repair and refit

aims to play a significant
role towards growth plans
for both the organisations
and effective utilisation of
the three existing docks at
SMP, Kolkata.

He said, the close prox-
imity of GRSE with SMPK
is an enhancer to the suc-
cessful take off of this
project as approximately
400 vessels operate in the
Hooghly river and on the
Indo-Bangladesh shipping
route.

Also, authorities han-
dling smaller vessels may
prefer to have dry docks
in close proximity of their
operational area. He
added that GRSE’s proven
expertise in carrying out
construction, conversion
and repair of over 4000

Naval &
M e r c h a n t
vessels dur-
ing Second
World War
and building
788 platforms
including 107
warships till
date are the
testimonies to
the success

of this new collaboration.
Highlighting the impor-

tance of newly formed
GRSE-KPDD Unit, Mr
Vinit Kumar, Chairman,
SMPK said, the collabora-
tion between GRSE and
SMPK aims to provide
prospects for ship repair
business in the eastern re-
gion considering large
number of inland vessels
operating in this shipping
route.

This alliance also
shapes new dimension to-
wards revenue generation,
development and perennial
relationship with SMPK
and GRSE’s expertise in
shipbuilding and design
arena gives it an edge over
other players in the indus-
try.

MIV 2030 released for
dev. of ports

Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways
Mr. Sarbananda Sonowal has informed the

Lok Sabhat that  in order to ensure sustainable
development of Ports, Maritime India Vision (MIV)
2030 was released which envisages development of
Ports with safeguard for environment protection by
adopting sustainable methodologies. The dredging
guidelines for Major Ports has been released by the
Ministry to ensure implementation of dredging projects
with optimum utilization of the resources and re-use
of dredged material for sustainable development of
ports in the country.

Safeguarding Exporters

The total amount settled by Export Credit Guar-
antee Corporation (ECGC) on various default pay-
ments to banks under Export Credit Insurance Cover
for Banks (ECIB) from 2016-17 to 2020-21 and
April-September 2021-22. Government has approved
proposal for capital infusion of Rs. 4,400 crore to
ECGC Ltd. for the period 2021-22 to 2025-26 to
support additional exports of Rs. 5.28 lakh crore
over a five year period.

Year Claims Settled (Rs. in Crs.)

2016-17 655.50

2017-18 1131.47

2018-19 813.39

2019-20 261.64

2020-21 761.87

2021-22 (Apr-Sept) 79.52

Engineering goods ex-
ports up 37% YoY

Engineering goods shipments have continued the
growth momentum and driven the overall exports

in the month of November. Given the order pipeline
from key markets, we
expect to close the
current financial year
with record exports,
said EEPC India
Chairman Mr Mahesh
Desai. Engineering
goods exports grew

37% year-on-year in November to USD 8 billion and
had 27% share in the total exports from the country.
“There are downside risks in the wake of a new
variant of concern but given the experience of handling
the virus for almost two years now, countries would
unlikely resort to stringent border movement
restrictions, ‘’ Mr Desai said. “In that case we don’t
see the ongoing export flow getting disrupted,” he
added.

GRSE
launches

first survey
vessel

Garden Reach Ship
builders and Engineers

(GRSE) Limited recently
launched ‘Sandhayak’, the
first of the four Survey Ves-
sels (Large) project being
built for the Indian Navy in
Kolkata. These survey ships
are capable of full scale

coastal & deep-water hy-
drographic survey of Ports
& Harbour approaches and
determination of navigational
channels & routes.

Speaking on the occasion
Rakshya Rajya Mantri Mr.
Ajay Bhatt lauded the In-
dian Navy and GRSE for
working together on number
of projects of national impor-
tance such as Project 17A
frigates and Anti-Submarine
Warfare Shallow Water
Crafts. The contract for
building four survey ships
was signed between MoD
and GRSE on 30 Oct 18 at a
total cost of Rs 2435 Crs.
Flag Officer Commanding-
in-Chief, Eastern Naval
Command Vice Admiral
Biswajit Dasgupta and oth-
ers were present.

VIS News Service

India’s exports of Agri
cultural and Processed

Food products rose by
more than 13 per cent in
terms of USD in the first
eight months of the cur-
rent fiscal (April-Novem-
ber, 2021-22) compared to
the same period of the pre-
vious year.

The export of products
under the Agricultural and
Processed Food Products
Export Development Au-
thority (APEDA) ambit in-
creased from USD 11,671
million in April-November

2020-21
to USD
1 3 , 2 6 1
million in
A p r i l -
Novem-
b e r
2021-22 stated an official
release from the ministry
of commerce and industry.
The target for exports un-
der APEDA basket prod-
ucts has been fixed at USD
23,713 million in 2021-22.
The export of rice was the
top forex earner at USD
5937 million during April-
November 2021-22, grow-

Agri & Processed
Food exports up 13%

ing 11 per
cent over
the corre-
spond i ng
period in
2 0 2 0 - 2 1
when it

touched USD 5,341 million.
“We continue to focus on
creating infrastructure for
boosting exports by focus-
ing on clusters in collabo-
ration with state govern-
ments while taking into con-
sideration objective of Ag-
riculture Export Policy,
2018,” Dr M Angamuthu,
Chairman, APEDA, said.

IMO
Award to
IN, ICG

VIS News Service

In order to internationally
recognise extraordinary

seamanship skills and out-
standing courage displayed
by individuals at sea, Inter-
national Maritime Organi-
zation (IMO) award for
exceptional bravery at sea
is conferred annually to

individuals or groups who,
at the risk to their own
lives, perform acts of ex-
ceptional bravery in at-
tempting to save life at sea
or in attempting to prevent
or mitigate damage to the
marine environment.

This year, IMO coun-
cil awarded Certificate of
Commendation to Indian
Navy, Indian Coast Guard
and Master along with
crew members of tugboat
Ocean Bliss for excep-
tional and courageous ef-
forts towards rescue op-
eration of M/T New Dia-
mond, which caught fire
and was drifting towards
the coast, laden with in-
flammable cargo.

The rescue team mem-
bers of the Indian Navy,
Indian Coast Guard and
the master and crew of
tugboat Ocean Bliss, car-
ried out sustained and ef-
fective fire- fighting opera-
tions and skilfully towed
the vessel away from the
coast, thereby preventing
loss of life at sea and
averted a serious marine
pollution incident.
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Industry needs to
fund R&D:
VADM Nair

Aditya Sabharwal

In order to have a robust
innovation ecosystem

research and develop-
ment plays a paramount
role in exploring new age
technologies.

As a country we are
often found importing
most of the sophisticated
technologies from abroad
as we don’t possess the
necessary technical ex-
pertise plus don’t have an
ecosystem that augurs
well for research and de-

velopment.
Calling for Industry

and Academia to work to-
gether on creating a vi-
able and efficient R&D
eco-system Vice Admi-
ral Sreekumar Nair,
DGNP, Visakhapatnam
told Vizag Industrial
Scan that the onus lies
with the industry to fund
R&D in the country.

‘PSUs must spend at
least 5-6% on R&D. In-
dustry today hardly
spends 2% on R&D’ in-
formed VADM Nair.
Stating that there are
plethora of opportunities

in the Indian Navy for in-
dustry to cater to he said
the opportunity is huge in
Fundamental research in
sensors, repairs and mod-
ules for the industry to
work upon.

‘Even a microphone
sensor represents a
great opportunity for in-
dustry as we currently
import this. Solving prac-
tical problems like these
is the need of the hour’
said the DGNP,
Visakhapatnam.

He further added that

it is crucial that compa-
nies come forward and
give substantial funding
to universities who in
turn can leverage their
student base for R&D.

‘While stipends to stu-
dents should increase
significantly PhDs should
be given for an end prod-
uct not just  a thesis’
opined VADM Nair.

He in addition urged
industry to keep giving
problem statements to
academic institutions
which can be worked
upon by their student
base to find solutions.

‘PSUs must spend at least 5-
6% on R&D. Industry today
hardly spends 2% on R&D’

Aditya Sabharwal

NASSCOM recently
inaugurated its state

of the art Centre of Ex-
cellence in the port city
of Vizag. This is
NASSCOM’s 4th CoE in
the country with the oth-
ers being in
Ahmedabad, Gurgaon
and its hub in
Bengaluru.

NASSCOM CoE is
said to be the largest
deep tech innovation
ecosystem in India com-
prising of startups, in-
novators, enterprises
and the government.
The CoE in Vizag looks
to work with local in-
dustry here and f ind
solutions to some of
their most  pertinent
challenges. In an ex-
clusive interview to
Vizag Industrial Scan,
CEO of NASSCOM’s
CoE for IoT and AI, Mr
Sanjeev Malhotra
elaborates on the
centre’s role and how it
aims to spur innovation
and growth in the re-
gional eco-system.

Edited excerpts of
the interview below.
Could you briefly
elaborate on the over-
all mandate of
NASSCOM CoE?

Nasscom CoE is fo-
cussed on enabling India
as the Innovation hub for
the emerging technology

‘Industry to benefit from
NASSCOM’s CoE in Vizag’

like IoT & AI through de-
mocratization of Innova-
tion, enabling prototype
development and digitiza-
tion of analogue sectors
such as Manufacturing,
Healthcare, Energy, and
agriculture.
Typically, what prob-
lems are the start-ups
at NASSCOM CoE
solving?

The problem state-
ments revolve around the
following use cases:
z Use of computer

vision in AI based Qual-
ity assaying applica-
tions.
z Use of low-cost

open-source hardware
and telemedicine soft-
ware for telemedicine
consultations
z Improving Over-

all Equipment Effective-
ness of API/Formula-
tions units through
Pharma 4.0 interven-

tions in the
region.
How does
t h e
NASSCOM
CoE look to
benefit the
s t a r t u p
eco-system
in this re-
gion?

T h e
CoEs, over
the past few
years, have
d e v e l o p e d

vertical focus in the digiti-
zation of Healthcare &
Manufacturing sectors
and are seen as a Go-To
institution for competen-
cies around emerging
technology adoption in
these sectors. We will
build a collaborative net-
work that will help
startups and Industries
alike and it is benefitting
the key industry segments.
How many Startups has
the NASSCOM CoE
signed up in Vizag?

CoE is already working
with fifteen start-ups in
Vizag and is additionally
connected to other start-ups
across the country as part
of the virtual program.
What are some of the
core areas of focus of the
NASSCOM CoE Vizag?

The core areas revolve
around

1. Digital Health ini-
tiatives such as

Telemedicine, Remote
monitoring of health assets
and Interoperability pilots
under National Digital
Health Mission.

2. Increasing Over-
all Equipment Effective-
ness using AI/ML in the
energy intensive indus-
tries.
Could you list some ex-
amples of how startups
have benefitted from
NASSCOM’s CoE in
other locations?

Many startups have
benefitted from our co-
creation program. Some
of them have projects
overseas and some of
them have deployed solu-
tions in manufacturing in-
dustries across the coun-
try in the areas of predic-
tive maintenance, em-
ployee safety..
How do you intend to
benefit the local indus-
try from NASSCOM’s
CoE in Vizag ?

Vizag is home to sev-
eral large Energy inten-
sive industries & Med-
Tech/Pharma Units that
are keen on digitization of
their operations.

The new CoE at Vizag
would focus on acceler-
ating growth and adoption
of Digital Health solutions
in the last mile (JanCare),
accelerating Pharma 4.0
journeys & Smart Energy
adoption in key sectors in
the region.

IIM - V hosts
the 1st MDC

VIS News Service

The Indian Institute of
M a n a g e m e n t

Visakhapatnam (IIMV) re-
cently concluded its first
Annual Management Doc-

toral Colloquium (MDC) –
“SHODH SAMAGAM”.

 Addressing the 2-day
virtual event Dr. Amit
Shankar, Chair, Manage-
ment Doctoral Colloquium,
emphasized the value of the
colloquium as a platform for
research scholars to seek
knowledge, learn new re-

search techniques, and re-
ceive feedback from emi-
nent academicians.

  As per IIMV there
were 207 research papers
submitted to the MDC from
different areas such as fi-

nance, marketing, human
resource management, stra-
tegic management, opera-
tions, and supply chain
management. Only 50 pa-
pers were selected for the
presentation in MDC
through blind peer review
done by various area fac-
ulty members of IIM V.

Export Potential products identified
VIS News Service

The ‘Districts as Export
Hub’ (DEH) an initia-

tive of the DGFT, Depart-
ment of Commerce, with
the Department for Promo-
tion of Industry and Inter-
nal Trade (DPIIT) as a

major stakeholder has
identified products and ser-
vices with export potential
in all districts of the coun-
try.

Under Districts as Ex-
port Hubs initiative, Insti-
tutional mechanisms in the
form of State Export Pro-
motion Committees
(SEPCs) and District Ex-
port Promotion Commit-
tees (DEPCs) have been

constituted in all the 36
States/UTs to provide sup-
port for export promotion
and address the bottle-
necks for export growth in
the districts.

For the district of
Visakhapatnam some of

the products with export
potential that have been
identified include coconut
based products, alloy
wheels, cashew, black pep-
per, turmeric etc.

Similarly for the district
of East Godavari products
identified for export poten-
tial include coir &coir prod-
ucts, rice, sugar etc.

The list of identified
products and services is
regularly updated on the

basis of inputs received
from States/UTs.

Districts Export Action
Plans focus on identification
of products and services for
overseas markets, which
include specific actions re-
quired to support local ex-

porters/manufacturers in
producing/manufacturing
identified products in ad-
equate quantity and with the
requisite quality, for reach-
ing potential buyers outside
India, identifying and ad-
dressing challenges for ex-
ports of the such identified
products/services, improv-
ing supply chains, market
accessibility and
handholding for increasing
exports.

Some of the commodities identified
Cashew, Black pepper, Turmeric, Coir & Coir

products, Rice, Sugar etc.

‘Alumni
can mould
students’

VIS News Service

Alumni can make a huge
difference by inspiring

and moulding the personal-
ity of students, said Minis-
ter of State for IT and Elec-
tronics Mr. Rajeev
Chandrasekhar.

H e
w a s
t h e
c h i e f
g u e s t
a t
Andhra

University annual alumni
meet-2021 which was re-
cently conducted in virtual
mode. We are partnering
with with various educa-
tional institutions as part of
skill development and en-
trepreneurship initiatives.
We would make AU a part
of them in future, he said.
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Jagan seeks NITI Aayog
help for Govt. projects

VIS News Service

The Chief Minister
Mr.YS Jagan

Mohan Reddy has
asked NITI Aayog Vice
Chairman Mr. Rajiv
Kumar to extend all pos-
sible support for the
progress and development
of the State. In a recent
visit of the Niti Aayog vice
chairman and his team to
Andhra Pradesh they
were apprised of the out-
standing dues from the
centre.

It was informed that to
them that Rs 6,284 crore
in arrears were owed by
the Centre for the state’s
power utilities as well as a
resource gap amount of
Rs 18,969 crore.

In their two-day visit,
the Niti Aayog team vis-
ited the village Secretariat
and Rythu Bharosa
Kendra (RBK) at
Veerapanenigudem in
Krishna district.

As per an official re-
lease AP officials informed

them of the works being
carried out on eight fishing
harbours, four fish landing
centres, aqua hubs, pro-
cessing units, and integrated
labs were started at an es-
timated cost of Rs 3,176.61
crore.

The Officials also ex-
plained the reforms brought
in the education and health
sectors.

Mr. Rajiv Kumar sought
details of the Amma Vodi
scheme, categorisation of
schools and functioning of
Anganwadis. 

The Chief Minister ex-
plained the objectives of the

e m p l o y -
ment gen-
e r a t i o n
programmes
l i k e
C h e y u t a ,
Aasara that
are being
i m p l e -
mented for
sustainable
economic
progress.

Mr. Rajiv Kumar con-
gratulated the Chief Minis-
ter on the remarkable
schemes that have been
implemented in Andhra
Pradesh and lauded the
State government for bring-
ing Disha App said the re-
lease.

The officials asked to set
up the Kadapa steel plant
and develop other infrastruc-
ture facilities as promised in
the bifurcation act. In addi-
tion they asked to sanction
four iron ore mines in
Anantapur for Kadapa steel
plant and other incentives
including GST reimburse-
ment.

SCR’s New
Financial
Advisor

Mr.  A.Venkata
Reddy, has recently

taken charge as Principal Fi-
nancial Advisor of the South
Central Railway. He belongs
to the 1987 batch of IRAS
(Indian Railways Accounts
Service).

Mr. A Venkata Reddy
joined the Indian Railways in
1989 on the then South East-
ern Railway at
Visakhapatnam and worked
in different capacities on
South Central Railway. He
has also worked as Director
Finance, Andhra Pradesh
Southern Power Distribution
Corporation Limited
(APSPDCL) in Department
of Energy, GoAP.

Enticing Odisha

Æ 480 kms of coastline
Æ 32 Heritage sites Bhubaneswar
Æ 2 Million Devotees visit Ratha Yatra in Puri
Æ Huge forest cover
Æ Focus on Eco & Cruise Tourism

Odisha Tourism woos AP’s Travellers
Aditya Sabharwal

Highlighting the state
of Odisha as a cov-

eted destination for tour-
is ts  the  s ta te
government’s Additional
Secretary, Tourism Mr.
Durga Prasad
Mahapatra invi ted

Andhra Pradesh’s resi-
dents to come and ex-
plore  the  s ights  and
sounds of Odisha’s pic-
turesque destinations.

‘The tourism sector
is a priority sector for
us’ said Mr Mahapatra
speaking to Vizag In-
dustrial Scan.

Stating that the gov-
ernment of Odisha is in
the process of coming
out with a new Tourism
policy in the next fiscal
he informed that  the
state has already gar-
nered significant invest-
ments in the tourism
sector  in  th is  f iscal .
‘Odisha has received
over Rs 500-600 crores
investments in the tour-
ism sector alone in this

f iscal ’  sa id  Mr
Mahapatra.

Odisha as per the Ad-
ditional secretary would
see about  8-10 lakhs
visitors every month pre
covid. ‘These numbers
are coming back and are
set to grow even further’
said Mr Mahapatra.

Citing eco-tourism
and cruise tourism as
being the key areas of
focus he said that the
state has 480 kms of
coastline and also in-
formed on the many
heritage sites.

‘ B h u b a n e s w a r
alone has 32 heritage
zones’  sa id  Mr
Mahapatra.

He also highlighted
the fact that 2 million
devotees visit during the
Rath Yatra in Puri.

Deliberating on the
excellent road network
Odisha has that  con-
nects with neighbouring
States ,  he  sa id  that
Odisha Tourism is pro-
moting various road trip
itineraries under Odisha

by Road Campaign.
Visitor from Vizag can
easily travel by road to
Odisha via Araku Valley
and visit key destinations
like the Deomali hills
and Duduma waterfall in
Koraput, the picturesque
valleys of Daringbadi,
sandy beaches  of
Gopalpur-on-sea and
Chilika - Asia’s largest
brackish water lake that
turns into a winter para-
dise for migratory birds,
among others.

Talking on the bond
that Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha share  Mr
Mahapatra  sa id
“Andhra Pradesh and

Odisha not only share a
border but also similar
cul tures  wi th  deep-
rooted commonalities.
Despite this, we have
our own unique offer-
ings to exhibit to explor-
ers. With the interna-
t ional  t ravel  on the
backfoot again, together,
our states can make this
region the most sought-
after winter destination
for  Indians  who are

looking forward to a get-
away after reeling under
the pandemic”.

Providing a glimpse of
the upcoming Eco Re-
treat Odisha a 3 month
glamping festival which
began on 15 December
2021 Divisional Manager
Odisha Tourism Devel-
opment Corporation Mr
P.K Chand said, “Eco
Retreat Odisha in its 3rd
edi t ion wil l  be  held
across 7 exotic locations
in the State including
three beach destinations
of Konark, Pati-Sonapur
in Ganjam and Pentha in
Bhitarkanika National
Park,  h i l l  s ta t ions  of

Daringbadi and Putsil in
Koraput, and near the
banks of Mahanadi in
Satkosia and Hirakud.

Odisha Tourism in as-
sociation with FICCI had
held a roadshow in Vizag
which wi tnessed 100
travel  operators  from
Andhra Pradesh and 30
host counterparts from
Odisha engage in a series
of interactions.

Entrepreneur con-
ferred Doctorate

VIS News Service

The CEO of
Amaravati Boating

Club, Khelo India Mem-
ber for South Zone, and
ATM mentor Mr Tarun
Kakani, has
been awarded
H o n o r a r y
Doctorate in
business ad-
ministration.

 The doc-
torate from
Brampton In-
te rna t iona l
University of
Canada was conferred on
him by International Com-
mission of Culture and
Diplomatic Relations
(ICCDR) in Hyderabad
on the occasion of
United Nations Human
Rights Day.

As per Mr. Kakani he
was awarded PhD for
his contribution to tour-
ism and Information

Technology along with so-
cial service on the lines of
United Nations Millennium
Sustainable development
goals.

Some of his other
achievements include best

smart village partner award
from government of AP for
adopting his native village
of Marribandam in Krishna
District and making it first
open defecation free village
by construction of toilets,
digitisation of panchayat,
organised several medical
camps and Chairty work
through Kakani Rammohan
Rao Charitable Trust.

ECoR Adalat on Dec 30

In order to

clear pending  compas-
sionate appointment cases
Waltair Division of East
Coast Railway will be
holding Adalat on Decem-
ber 30 at the office of Se-
nior Divisional Personnel
Officer, 1st Floor, DRM
Office Annex,
D o n d a p a r t h i ,

Visakhapatnam, according to a
press release. The bereaved
families of Railway employees
of Waltair Division having
grievances about
their pending compassionate
appointment cases may submit
their application to Sr. Divi-
sional Personnel Officer,
1st Floor, DRM Office
Visakhapatnam with all rel-
evant documents.

AP’s 3 Airports
under NMP

VIS News Service

As per the government
of India’s National

Monetization Pipeline
(NMP), 25 AAI airports
have been earmarked for
asset monetization over
the years 2022 to 2025.
These airports
include Bhubaneshwar,
Varanasi ,  Amritsar,

Trichy, Indore, Raipur,
Calicut, Coimbatore,
Nagpur, Patna,
Madurai, Surat, Ranchi
Jodhpur, Chennai,
Vijayawada, Vadodara,
Bhopal,  Tirupati ,
Hubli ,  Imphal,
Agartala,  Udaipur,
Dehradun and Rajahmundry.

The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) has identi-
f ied Tiruchirappall i
(Trichy) International Air-
por t  in  Tamil  Nadu
among 13 airports for op-
erat ions ,  management
and development of the
airports through Public
Pr ivate  Par tnership
(PPP) mode in public in-

t e r e s t
and for
b e t t e r
m a n -
a g e -
ment of
the air-
ports.

Even after bringing
these airports under PPP
mode of operations, AAI
will remain the owner of
the airports and all these
airports will revert to AAI
once the Concession Pe-
riod is over stated the re-
lease from the govern-
ment.
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CM calls on Banks to sup-
port Welfare schemes

VIS News Service

The Chief Minister Mr.
Y.S. Jagan Mohan

Reddy has yet again urged
bankers to focus on dis-
bursing agriculture term
loans and providing kisan
credit cards to the farmers
who have not received them
yet.

Tenant farmers should
get loans and banking ser-
vices need to be started in
4,240 Rythu Bharosa
Kendras, he said and asked
the bankers to complete the
process at the earliest.

Speaking at the 217
State Level Bankers Com-
mittee (SLBC) meeting the
Chief Minister said the State
registered a growth of 13%
during the first half of the
current fiscal. But, the State
economy was slowing
down due to propaganda on
third wave.

At this point, the banks
should step in and set plans
to help the state’s economy
and development in accor-
dance with the needs of the
state said the CM.

He further informed that
1.78 lakh out of 8.3 lakh
MSME accounts were re-
structured and asked the
banks to support them with
one-time restructuring of
their loan accounts.

Mr. Jagan Mohan
Reddy said, the state gov-
ernment was burdened
with a Rs

30,000 crore bill as a
result of the Covid pan-
demic, and that the state
government was able to al-
leviate the situation with
the help of the banking sec-
tor, and thanked the bank-
ers for their support.

He said the annual
credit plan of banks was
Rs 2,83,380 crore, of
which 60.53 per cent
which is Rs 1,71,520 crore
was disbursed in the first
six months alone.

Similarly, the annual
loan target for priority sec-
tors was Rs 2,13,560 crore,
of which 47.29 per cent
which is  Rs 1,00,990
crore, was disbursed by
banks in the first six

months of this year as pri-
ority sector loans and con-
gratulated the banks for
their support. The Chief
Minister said Rs 12,243
crore is required for setting
up 16 medical and 16 nurs-
ing colleges across the
state, and urged the banks
to support the state govern-
ment with loans.

He requested the bank-
ers to set up ATMs at Vil-
lage Secretariats and
RBKs. The bankers said
they would set up ATMs at
some locations as a pilot
project and extend later.

Union Bank MD and
CEO and SLBC
president Mr. Raj Kiran
Rai lauded the welfare ini-
tiatives of the government
and assured support from
bankers.

Also urges them to support MSMEs ONE time restructuring

SAIL employees cel-
ebrate Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav

The employees of SAIL
at Visakhapatnam re-

cently celebrated the spirit
of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav.

On the occasion, a
friendly cricket match was
held between Branch

Transport Shipping office
(BTSO) and Branch Sales
Office (BSO) in the pre-
mises of Waltair Railway
Cricket stadium grounds by
displaying the banners de-
picting the theme for the
event.

 Around 30 employees
of both the SAIL units
wearing the T-Shirts and
Caps displaying the theme
took part in the event. The
duo teams were led by re-
spective Branch Managers
Mr. M Bharat Kumar rep-

resenting BTSO and Mr. K
S Vasu Babu representing
BSO. Senior officials of
SAIL Mr. N.P.Rao, GM-
F&A and Mr. Ashish
Thawait, WHM-Vizag
have also participated in
this event. The BSO team

led by Mr. K S Vasu Babu
won the match.

The event concluded
with distribution of memen-
tos to both the team mem-
bers.

Ms K Gowthami,
Manager-P&A congratu-
lated the SAIL collective
and the coordinating team
consisting of Mr. B S
Chaitanya (DM), Mr.
Silam Panidra Kumar
(GS-ASE/Vizag) and Mr.
D Naga Satyanarayana
(President –ASE/Vizag).

Vizag’s GST office busts
Fake GST Invoice Network

VIS News Service

Officers of the Anti-
evasion wing of

Vizag Central GST (Govt.
of India) have detected a
fake invoice racket involv-
ing a network of compa-
nies.

 As per the GST office
enquiries made and
searches conducted on M/
s Krishna Sai Builders
Pvt.  Limited and M/s
Dew Drops Granite Pri-
vate Limited have re-
vealed that  fake GST

credit worth more than
Rs.18 Cr. has been trans-
acted by creating ficti-
tious invoices without ac-

tual supply of goods or ser-
vices.

 Three persons includ-
ing the alleged
mastermind, Mr
Madan Mohan
Reddy were ar-
rested and pro-
duced before
the Economic
Offences Court
a t
Visakhapatnam.
The magistrate

ordered for judicial
custody for 14 days and
sent for remand. They

were sent  to Central
Prison, Visakhapatnam
said an official release
from the office.

 It added that Further

 Fake GST credit worth more than
Rs.18 Cr. transacted 

 Officials expect quantum of fraudu-
lent Tax to go up as investigation
deepens

 Dept. using AI to detect fake Invoices

investigations in the case
are on and the officers
are looking at the possi-

bil i ty of
s e v e r a l
AP &
Telangana-
b a s e d
f a k e
firms in
the net-
work and
the quan-
tum of

fraudulent tax amount is
likely to go up.

 Officers explained
that paper companies are
being floated without any
real business or supplies
and creating fake GST
invoices. Through these,
fraudulent tax credit is
passed on and utilized by
other entities leading to
evasion and huge rev-
enue loss to the Govern-
ment. They added that
the department is using
data analysis to detect
these fake networks and
as per law, the persons
involved can be arrested
if the amount exceeds a
stipulated limit.

lion followed by Organic
and Inorganic chemicals at
USD 777.27 million, Drugs
& pharmaceuticals at USD
469.45 million, marine prod-
ucts at USD 239.71 mil-
lion and petroleum prod-
ucts at USD 137.76 mil-
lion.

The East Godavari
district was the only
other district from
Andhra Pradesh which
featured in the top 30
coming in at number 18
for the period April-Sep-
tember 2021-22. Here
too Engineering goods
led the exports with
USD 1495.16 million fol-
lowed by Marine products at
USD 342.89 million, rice at
USD 305.78 million, elec-
tronic goods at USD 40.1
million and meat, dairy and
poultry products at USD
13.05 million. The total ex-
ports from this district stood
at USD 2427.22 million.

Under ‘Districts as Ex-

Vizag ranks 14 in India’s
Top 30 Export Districts

port Hubs Initiative’, district
export action plans have
been prepared for such
identified products and ser-
vices for overseas markets,
which include specific ac-
tions required to support lo-

cal exporters / manufactur-
ers in producing/manufac-
turing identified products in
adequate quantity and with
the requisite quality, for
reaching potential buyers
outside India.

These plans also include
identifying and addressing
challenges for exports of

such identified products/ser-
vices, improving supply
chains, market accessibility
and handholding for increas-
ing exports.

AP currently contributes
about 5.8% of the total na-

tional exports and the gov-
ernment of Andhra Pradesh
has an ambitious plan of
doubling its current exports
(estimated to be USD 16
billion) by year 2030.

As per GoI the regular
compilation of district-wise
export data was started in
April 2021.

Contd. from Page 1

‘Utilise
SWPCs’

VIS News Service

Minister for
Panchaya t  Ra j ,

Rura l  Deve lopment ,
Mines and Village Sec-
re tar ia t s  Peddireddi
Ramachandra Reddy
instructed the officials
of  the  Swatchandra
Corporation to utilise
the solid waste process-
ing centres  (SWPCs)
100% keeping in view
the Jagananna Swatcha
Sankalpam scheme.

The Minister was in-
formed that out of 9,800
SWPCs in the State only
1,600 centres are being
utilised. There is not
even road facility to 478
centres ,  the off icials
pointed out.

He  assured  them
that he would take up
the issue with the offi-
cials of the Panchayat
Raj Department to con-
struct the roads to the
centres. The Minister
told the officials that
free dustbins should be
distr ibuted to house-
holds to collect wet and
dry waste separately.
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AP gets 2 new

HC judges

VIS News Service

Chief Justice of Andhra
Pradesh High Court

Prashant Kumar
Mishra administered the
oath of office to Justice
K. Manmadha Rao and
Justice B. Bhanumathi.

Advocate General
Subramanya Sriram,

High Court Registrar Gen-
eral A. Ravindra Babu AP
Bar Council president G.
Rama Rao AP High Court
Bar Association president
Janakirami Reddy, Addi-

tional Solicitor General N.
Harinadh Public prosecutor
Srinivas Reddy and others
were present.

 Med. Company in
Sri City bags award
VIS News Service

Vermeiren India Re
hab Pvt. Ltd., which

has a manufacturing unit
at Sri City was bestowed
with ‘Com-
pany of the
year ’ award
under Medi-
cal Equipment
category, in-
stituted by
SAP India.

The award was con-
ferred for its committed  
entrepreneurial journey
during turbulent times of
Covid by adopting innova-
tive methods and digital
transformation. Syed Riaz

Qadri, Managing
Director, Vermeiren was
honoured in recognition of
his success as business
leader who withstood the

pandemic- in-
duced crisis and
s u c c e s s f u l l y
steered the com-
pany. 

Congratulat-
ing the
Healthium and

Vermeiren teams
R a v i n d r a

Sannareddy, Founder
Managing Director Sri City
said Vermeiren distinction
serves as a testimony to
their operational excellence
and high quality products.”

VIS News Service

Kisan Kraft, a
Bengaluru based agri-

equipment company for
small farmers, recently re-
ceived an order worth Rs.
20 Crores from Nepal for
manufacturing 5,000
intercultivators.

 These intercultivators
will be manufactured at
Kisan Krafts newly com-
missioned 46-acre Nellore
campus.

 The 15-year old com-
pany is planning aggressive
export revenues for 2022
targeting SAARC, Asia,
and Africa countries.

 The intercultivator is a
multi-utility equipment for
the small farmer used for
weeding, soil turning, soil
mulching, and can also be
used for soil loosening and
smoothing before and after
planting the crops. Kisan
Kraft currently has a
manufacturing capacity of

KK’s Nellore unit bags INR 20 Crore order 
75,000 units of inter-culti-
vators per annum at its
Nellore plant

 Commenting on the or-
der KisanKraft Ltd.
CEO, Mr Ankit Chitalia,
CEO, said, “Since we
s t a r t e d
produc-
tion 2
w e e k s
ago at our
new fac-
tory in
Ne l lo re
A.P., we
h a v e
been re-
c e i v i n g
high in-
terest for our machines
from many SAARC coun-
tries and Africa.  Export
order from Nepal for 5,000
intercultivators is worth
about INR 20 crores, and
we expect to get more ex-
port orders soon. Our ma-
chines have been proven in
tough agricultural condi-

tions in India, and there is
a huge similarity with the
countries we are targeting
in terms of plot sizes, pay-
ing capacity, target usages.
We make products suited
for the small farmers who

need equip-
ment that
are simple,
r u g g e d ,
multi-use,
affordable,
and easy to
service.”

 M r .
Ravindra
A g r a w a l ,
C h a i r m a n
KisanKraft

further stated, “Our com-
mitment to provide high
quality machinery to small
farmers at an affordable
price has been recognized
and rewarded by custom-
ers. India is in a strong po-
sition to reduce dependence
on imports of farm machin-
ery and, also emerge as a

manufacturing hub for ex-
ports. Our state-of-the-art
factory equipped with lat-
est CNC machines,
presses and an ROHS
compliant powder coating
line with Zero Liquid Dis-
charge and testing facilities
are designed to cater to the
huge demand for these
products in India and
abroad”.

 KisanKraft caters to
mechanization of the entire
agricultural cycle, from
land preparation to post-
harvest operations. We are
already manufacturing
BIS-ISI certified engines
and water pumps along with
intercultivators at its Nellore
plant. “We are investing
heavily in manufacturing and
another factory is coming up
in the same campus to
manufacture Brushcutters,
Sprayers and Reapers,
which will become opera-
tional in 2022”, added
Ravindra Agrawal.

An Anti-Hijack Mock
Exercise along with a

Mass Casualty Evacuation
drill was conducted at
Visakhapatnam airport by
INS Dega recently.

The exercise was
aimed to test the ef-
ficacy of contin-
gency plans and pro-
cedures to deal with
a hijack threat and
validate the Mass
Evacuation capabil-
ity of all stakehold-
ers including Marine
Commandos (MARCOS),
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF), Airport Au-
thority of India (AAI) and
the State Government
agencies.

The exercise was con-
ducted based on a mock
hijack scenario enacted
utilising an Indian Naval
Dornier.

The Aerodrome Com-
mittee under the aegis of

Anti-Hijack Mock Ex-
ercise at VTZ Airport

Commanding Officer, INS
Dega handled the devel-
oping scenario as per
Stand Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs). Response
mechanism of Dega ATC,
Quick Reaction Team
(QRT), Marine Comman-

dos (MARCOS), Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF), Airport Authority
of India (AAI) and State
Government agencies
were exercised.

 An exhaustive debrief
was conducted in presence
of members of Aerodrome
Committee and observer
from National Security
Guard (NSG) and SOPs
were revalidated to deal
with future contingencies.

Sri City
unit gets

FDA regis-
tration

Sri City Medtech’s
manufacturing facility,

Healthium has recently re-
ceived US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) reg-
istration. 

The facility manufac-
tures sutures, meshes with
an annual production capac-
ity of 1.20 million. Based on
the focus placed on creat-
ing high-quality precision-
based medical devices,

Healthium’s manufacturing
plants are subjected to rig-
orous quality control checks
and periodic inspections
from various regulatory
agencies across the world.
Sri City facility is
Healthium’s 4th facility to
receive US FDA registra-
tion.

Ravindra Sannareddy,
Founder Managing Director
Sri City said, congratulated
the Healthium and said “It
is a matter of immense pride
for us.

BDL recently organized
a Product Exhibition to

commemorate 75 years of
India’s independence as a
part of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’.

Through this exhibition,

BDL showcases its Might
B D L
s h o w -
cased its
c u r r e n t
and futur-
istic prod-
ucts such as models of Anti-

Tank Guided Missiles,
Surface-to-Air Mis-
siles, Air-to-Air Mis-
siles, Missile Launch-
ers, Underwater weap-
ons, Counter measures

etc. Commodore Siddharth

Mishra (Retd), Chairman
and Managing Director,
BDL stated that “this is the
first time, BDL is exhibiting
a wide range of products at
its premises which is open
for the general public.”



Dec 1-15, 2021 VIZAG INDUSTRIAL SCAN 8Classifieds

Statement of ownership and other particulars
of the Vizag Industrial Scan, Visakhapatnam,
as required under rule 8 of The Registrar of the
Newspaper (Central) Rules, 1956

Form-IV
(See Rule 8)

1. Place of Publication : Visakhapatnam

2. Periodicity of its publication : Fortnightly

3. Printer’s Name : D.S.V.R.K. Raju
Whether citizen of India : Yes
Address : G.K. Press,

Rednam Gardens
Ramnagar
Visakhapatnam-3

4. Editor’s Name : A.K. Sabharwal
Whether citizen of India : Yes
Address : 101, Aspen Heights

Daspalla Hills
Visakhapatnam-530 003

5. Name and address of : Shravani Publications
Individuals who own the Private Limited
Newspaper 101, Aspen Heights

Daspalla Hills
Visakhapatnam-530 003

and

6. Shareholders holding more : Mrs. Meena Sabharwal
than one per cent of the
total capital

I, A.K.Sabharwal, here declare that the particulars given above
are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Dated: 15-12-2021 Sd/
A.K. Sabharwal
Publisher

SR
EE

 R
AM
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RI

SH
NA

 SA
NI

TA
RY

 ST
OR

ES

Motors, Pumps,
Sanitaryware, G.I. M.S.
PVC Pipes & Fittings

Authorized
Distributor

# 9-13-7/2,
New Resapuvanipalem,

Opp: Swarana Bharathi Stadium
Visakhapatnam - 530013

P: 2703655, 2504228
E: srksanitary@gmail.com

Regd.No.69375/98 - Printed by D.S.V.R.K.Raju and Published by A.K.Sabharwal, Printed at G.K.Print House Pvt Ltd, 10-12-5/3, Jail to Apollo Hospital Road, Ramnagar, Rednam Gardens, Visakhapatnam - 530 002
Published at 101, Aspen Heights, D.No.11-9-38/5, Daspalla Hills, Visakhapatnam - 530 003. Phone : 0891-2799969, 2714575 Fax: 0891-2539443 Editor - A.K.Sabharwal

Vizag Industrial Scan’s ‘ industry-startup connect’
initiative aims to connect startups with local industry
so that it can be mutually beneficial to both startups
and industry.

So if you are a startup and want to connect with the
Industry in your area of work write to us.

Tell us about your company, area of
work, team and importantly who your
target segment is. For startups that

qualify shall get featured in
Vizag Industrial Scan

SUBSCRIPTION
Special

Offer: Get
FREFREFREFREFREEEEEE Ad*

with
3 Years

Subscription
for

Rs.1899/-Rs.1899/-Rs.1899/-Rs.1899/-Rs.1899/-
-----: Call :-----
94411061149441106114944110611494411061149441106114

*One Time Ad of
Size 24 sq. cm

VIS
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# 14-1-9, 1st Floor
Nowroji Road

Opp: CMR ware house
Building, Maharanipeta Post.

Visakhapatnam - 2
E:tristarfirepro@yahoo.com

9849035527
9951308899

FIRE EXTINGISHERS VALVES & HOSES

FIRE MONITORS &
BRANCHES

SIGNAGES

HOSE REEL SPRAY NOZZLES HOSE BOX

Name of Hotel Person to Contact Tel No.

  Keys Select Hotel Mr. Pavan Kartheek (GM) 0891-6694444

Novotel Varun Beach Mr. Ravi Rai (GM) 0891-2822222

Hotel Daspalla Mr. S.Prasanth (GM) 0891-2564825

Hotel Green Park Mr. Ramakrishna (GM) 0891-6615151

ITC Welcome Hotel
Mr. Rajesh Nath (GM) 0891-6600101

Devee Grandbay

Hotel The Park Mr. Jaydeep Biswas (GM) 0891-3045678

The Gateway Hotel Mr. J.Gopalakrishnan (GM) 0891-6623670

Hotel Palm Beach Mr. Sandeep Reddy (GM) 0891-2754026

Best Western Mr. John Ravi Kiran (GM) 0891-6677880
 Plus Tejvivaan

Visiting Vizag?
Here’s help for your accommodation

Visiting Vizag?
Here’s help for your accommodation
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  Exports of Top 10 Major Commodity Groups (National)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

SL.
No. Major Commodity Group

Nov '20Nov '21 Nov '21 Nov '21 over
Nov '20

Value of Export (Million USD) Share % Growth %

   Imports of Top 10 Major Commodity Groups (National)
SL.
No. Major Commodity Group

Nov.'20Nov.'21 Nov.'21 Nov.'21 over
Nov.'20

Value of Import (Million USD) Share % Growth %

Engineering Goods 8077.32 5896.67 27.04 36.98
Petroleum Products 3820.03 1557.36 12.79 145.29
Gems and Jewellery 2392.20 2690.83 8.01 -11.10
Organic and Inorganic Chemicals 2246.50 1694.92 7.52 32.54
Drugs and Pharmaceuticals 1825.36 1963.40 6.11 -7.03
Electronic Goods 1455.58 1121.17 4.87 29.83
Cotton Yarn/Fabrics/Made-ups, Handloom Products Etc. 1227.83 872.55 4.11 40.72
RMG Of All Textiles 1072.17 1043.75 3.59 2.72
Marine Products 753.99 586.64 2.52 28.53
Plastic and Linoleum 724.35 507.25 2.42 42.80
Total of 10 Major Commodity Groups 23595.35 17934.54 78.98 31.56
Rest 6280.75 5685.40 21.02 10.47
Total Exports 29876.11 23619.95 100.00 26.49

*National Data for November 2021, Source: GoI

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Petroleum, Crude & products 14677.89 6314.81 27.62 132.44
Electronic goods 5743.17 4695.06 10.81 22.32
Gold 4221.66 3022.59 7.94 39.67
Coal, Coke & Briquettes, etc. 3577.42 1517.08 6.73 135.81
Machinery, electrical & non-electrical 3322.01 2568.89 6.25 29.32
Organic & Inorganic Chemicals 2521.60 1515.51 4.74 66.39
Pearls, precious & Semi-precious stones 1978.67 1839.14 3.72 7.59
Artificial resins, plastic materials, etc. 1860.22 1156.63 3.50 60.83
Vegetable Oil 1754.90 981.38 3.30 78.82
Non-ferrous metals 1522.68 1154.69 2.87 31.87
Total of 10 Major Commodity Groups 41180.22 24765.78 77.49 66.28
Rest 11965.41 9046.51 22.51 32.27
Total Imports 53145.63 33812.29 100.00 57.18
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Waltair Division’s 3 main Freight Lines
KK line (Kirandul-Kothavalasa): Stretch of 400 kms and significant
line for Waltair Div contributing about 60% of Traffic
KR Line (Koraput-Raigarh):  Stretch of 200 kms work being
undertaken for doubling too
RV Line (Raigarh-Vizianagram): Stretch of 170 kms doubling mostly
complete

Waltair Division’s Freight
loading 19.72%

City / State

VIS News Service

An intense competition
of 2 days saw 124

participants declared as
winners of the Southern
chapter of India Skills
2021.

Of the total winners, 62
were awarded gold med-
als with a cash prize of INR
21,000 and 62 received sil-
ver medals along with INR
11,000.

The competition wit-
nessed participation of over
400 young participants,
aged between 19 and 24
years, from five states—
Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, and Kerala—come
together and show their
potential in 51 skills such
as brick laying, autobody
repair, welding, beauty
therapy, hotel reception,
mobile robotics, health and
social care, landscape gar-
dening, carpentry, painting
and decorating, web tech-
nologies and more.

Kerala bagged the
highest number of medals
(32), followed by
Karnataka (29), Tamil
Nadu (21), Andhra
Pradesh (18) and
Telangana (2). The skill

AP bags 18 medals at India Skills 2021
competitions were held at
11 Partner Institutes (PIs)
located across
Visakhapatnam.

The opening and clos-
ing ceremonies of the
IndiaSkills 2021 South Re-
gional Competition were
conducted at Andhra Uni-
versity Convention Centre.
The winners of all four

Regional Competitions
(East, West, North and
South) will get an opportu-
nity to exhibit their skills at
IndiaSkills Nationals to be
held in January 2022.

IndiaSkills Nationals
gold and silver medalists in
each skill will represent the
country at the WorldSkills
Competition to be held in
Shanghai, China (October

2022).
Mr Muttamsetti

Srinivasa Rao,  Minister
of Tourism, Culture &
Youth Advancement, Gov-
ernment of Andhra
Pradesh said, “It has been
encouraging to witness the
grit and passion displayed
by all the participants in
their respective skills at

IndiaSkills Regional Com-
petition, South. I would like
to congratulate all contes-
tants for an extraordinary
showcase of their talent
and for highlighting the im-
portance of skills in one’s
personal growth, and in
country’s economic devel-
opment “.

Col. Arun Chandel,
Senior Head, WorldSkills

India said, “On behalf of
NSDC, I would like to ex-
tend my gratitude towards
the Ministry of Skill Devel-
opment & Entrepreneur-
ship, the Government of
Andhra Pradesh,
APSSDC, all state Gov-
ernments, Industry Part-
ners, Sector Skill Councils
and our partners for their

collaboration and
inspiring the youth
to develop a pas-
sion for skills.”

The closing cer-
emony was also
graced by the pres-
ence of Mr K.K.
Raju, Chairman,
New and Renew-
able Energy Devel-
opment Corporation
of Andhra Pradesh
(NREDCAP), Mr
C h a l l a
M a d h u s u d h a n

Reddy, Advisor to Govern-
ment (Andhra Pradesh
State Skill Development
Corporation - Skill Devel-
opment & Training), Mr
Konduru Ajay Reddy,
Chairman, APSSDC, Mr
N. Bangara Raju, Man-
aging Director, APSSDC;
and Col. Arun Chandel,
Senior Head, WorldSkills
India.

Flashgard
appoints

Konnections
as PR Partner

Flashgard, a technology-
enabled screen protec-

tion solution by Flash Solu-
tions Private Limited re-
cently appointed
Konnections IMAG for
handling their Public Rela-
tions & communication
mandate.  

 Flashgard was created
with a primary objective to
provide mobile phone con-
sumers with best-in-class
screen protection films that
safeguard their screens
from the risk of Scratches
and breakages.

 Speaking on the
occasion, Mr. Venkat
Rao, Founder & Man-
aging Director of Flash
Solutions Pvt Ltd.
said, We’re happy to have
Konnections IMAG on
board to oversee
Flashgard’s public relations
and communications strat-
egy.” Ms. Mukta Kumar,
Director Communica-
tions, Konnections
IMAG, said, “We will be
collaborating closely with
the FlashGard team to help
establish a strong reputation
and create brand aware-
ness.”

“Waltair Div. one of India’s biggest Freight Div’s”
Aditya Sabharwal

Indian Railways plays a
paramount role in trans-

porting goods across the
country. Counted as the 4th
largest rail freight carrier in
the world the Indian Rail-
ways as per reports trans-
ported over 1 Billion
Tonnes of freight in FY
2020-21.

And contributing signifi-
cantly to this gargantuan
freight is the Waltair divi-
sion of the east coast rail-
ways.

‘Waltair division’s main
stay is freight. We are one
of the biggest freight load-
ing divisions in the country’
said it’s DRM Mr Anup
Kumar Satpathy, IRTS
speaking to Vizag Indus-
trial Scan.

It is informed that out of
the 59 divisions the Waltair
division has consistently
ranked at 5th-6th position
for the past 10 years.

‘And if you take South
India we are easily no. 1’
said Mr Satpathy.
April-Nov’21

For the first 8 month of
this fiscal the division has
loaded 42.14 million tonnes
of freight which is an in-
crease of 19.72% com-

pared to the same period last
year.

Similarly its freight rev-
enue has increased 19.87%
having garnered Rs 4947.34
crores in the April-Novem-
ber 2021 period compared
to Rs 4127.20 crores in the
corresponding period last
year.

There are 3 main verti-
cals of freight loading for the
waltair division i.e. freight
from the Bailadila iron ore
mines of NMDC which con-
tributes a whopping 60% of
waltair divions total freight
traffic.

The other 40% is con-

tributed by freight of VPT
a n d
Gangavaram
ports such as
imported coal,
a lumin ium
powder, ce-
ment etc. and
freight of
RINL and
V e d a n t ,
which is sent
both across
the country
and also ex-
ported.

‘My biggest task is the
expansion i.e. doubling of
the KK line which my team

has been working diligently
on. This is India’s most dif-
ficult terrain to operate in’
informed Mr Satpathy.

As of now there are
about 12-13 rakes that ply
on the KK line per day once
the doubling of the line is com-
plete this shall shoot up to 23-
24 rakes per day.

‘The most critical is the
Kirandul- Dantewada
stretch which doubling work
will be completed in 7-8
months’ said the DRM.

‘NMDC and Waitair Di-
vision are working closely in
enhancing freight and re-
moving any bottlenecks. I
have personally met the

CMD of NALCO twice
and’ said Mr Satpathy.

He further informed that
the newly initiated Business

development unit works
closely with its freight cus-
tomers and exploring more
business opportunities from
them.
Parcel Traffic

The division’s parcel
traffic too skyrocketed due

to the low base effect. Up
till November 2021 the di-
vision transported 26,880
tonnes compared to 11,342
tonnes marking a growth of
137%.

Similarly its revenues to
surged from Rs 400.28
crores in 2020 to Rs 988.32
crores a growth of 146.91%

in 2021(up till Nov’21).
Kisan Rails

In regards to Kisan rail
the waltair division trans-
ported 10379 tonnes uptil
Nov 2021 an increase of
139% compared to corre-
sponding period last year.

Kisan
rails
were
i n -
t r o -
duced

by the railways for trans-
porting farmers produce
and to help them realise bet-
ter earnings for their pro-
duce.

Talking on Kisan Rails

the DRM said that though
the divison has mostly sent
mangoes they look to add
Bananas and coconut to
their basket of fruits.

DRM
president
of BSG

The Divisional Railway
Manager of Waltair

Division Mr. Anup
Satpathy, recently took over
as President of Bharat
Scouts and Guides of
Waltair District at an Inves-
titure ceremony conducted
at Rail Club,
Visakhapatnam.

On the occasion DRM
Mr. Anup Satpathy appre-
ciated Bharat Scouts &
Guides for their active par-
ticipation in various activities
of Government initiative and
said that there shall be fo-
cus on the spirit of scouting
and more personnel should
be inducted into scouting. 
He admired that Scouts and
Guides would come for-
ward and assist Railway Ad-
ministration in carrying out
various awareness
programmes.

In the ceremony Ms.
Parijata Satpathy, Presi-
dent East Coast Railway
Women’s Welfare
Organisation Waltair Divi-
sion; Ms. Kavita Gupta
were installed as Vice Presi-
dents and Mr. Sudhir
Kumar Gupta , ADRM
  was installed as District
Chief Commissioner. Ms
Amisha, Divisional Opera-
tions Manager installed as
ADC of Guides.
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Ayurveda
clinic

@Sri City
VIS News Service

Tulsi Ayurveda Hospi
tal, Sullurupeta re-

cently opened a branch
in Sri City.  Former
Deputy Director, SHAR
Dr. Adiseshareddy
Reddy formally declared
the clinic inaugurated in
the presence of C.
Ramesh Kumar, Vice
President (Customer
Relations). 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Sivaprasad, in-
charge of the clinic said
that chronic diseases,
such as stress, arthritis,
skin diseases, infertility,
BP, diabetes and many
more will be treated us-
ing Kottakkal Ayurvedic
medicines and Kerala
Panchakarma therapy.

SCR
bags 4
Awards

VIS News Service

The South Central Rail
way has received four

National Energy Conser-
vation Awards from the
Bureau of Energy Effi-
c iency,  Minis t ry  of
Power, Government of
India  for taking energy
conservation measures
during the year 2021.

SCR GM  Mr.
Gajanan Mallya, Gen-
eral  Manager,
complimented Principal
Chief Electrical Engi-
neer. Mr. Mallya also
appreciated the , SCR,
DRMs of Vijayawada,
S e c u n d e r a b a d ,
Hyderabad and officers
& staff of Electrical de-
partment who were in-
strumental in achieving
this distinction.

Senior YSRCP leader and Chairman of the Par-
liamentary standing committee on commerce,
Mr Vijayasai Reddy recently met the Prime min-
ister Mr. Narendra Modi and apprised him on
some of the key demands of Andhra Pradesh.

Standing Tall

Union Minister for
Tourism Mr. G.

Kishan Reddy recently
informed that “Tourist of-
ficers have been appointed
in 20 embassies last
month. This he said is done
to promote India as a tour-
ist destination as well as fa-
cilitate tourists from those
countries that have highest
foot fall in India. Decision
has been taken to open
tourism sub division of-
fices in embassies of all
countries from where tour-
ists visit India said the min-
ister. It was further in-
formed that tourism Min-
istry is working in synergy
with the Rail Ministry, Civil
Aviation and Shipping Min-
istry to encourage cruise
tourism under Sagar Mala.
Cruise tourism will be de-
veloped on a mission mode
he said and also informed
that there are plans to con-
nect Chennai, Vizag and
Andaman with Goa
through cruise tourism.

New
Tourism

officers in 20
embassies

AU Alumnus to
head US Varsity

VIS News Service

In a significant
achievement and

matter of pride both for
the state of Andhra
Pradesh and Andhra
University, Prof Neeli
Bendapudi, an alum-
nus of AU was recently
selected as first woman
President of prestigious
Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity in USA.

Prof Neeli studied in
Andhra University depart-
ment of Commerce and
Management Studies.

She is the eldest daugh-
ter of Prof T Ramesh
Dutta and Prof Padma
Dutta, Professors of En-
glish, Andhra University.
Prof Ramesh Dutta was the
founder head of Journalism
and Mass Communication.

Prof Neeli is presently
President of University of
Louisville, USA. Earlier, She
was Provost and Vice-

Chancellor of University of
Kansas.

AU VC Prof PVGD
Prasada Reddy, congratu-
lated Prof Neeli on becom-
ing the President of Penn
State University and de-
scribed Prof Neeli as one
of the most distinguished
alumnus of Andhra Univer-
sity. It was further men-
tioned that Prof Neeli
Bendapudi visited
Visakhapatnam in 2019
with her husband Prof
Venkat Bendapudi and AU
Soft Skills Trainer Dr
Challa Krishnaveer
Abhishek

VIS News Service

As part of the ‘Azadi ka
Amrut Mahotsav’ to

commemorate seventy five
years of India’s indepen-
dence and the glorious his-
tory of its
people, cul-
ture and
a c h i e v e -
ments HSL
organized
an Exhibi-
tion from
13-19 Dec
2021 at GV Nilayam Audi-
torium, HSL Colony.

This is part of an initia-
tive by the Ministry of De-
fence (MoD) which orga-
nized Exhibitions open to

Public in the week from 13-
19 Dec 2021 at 75 loca-
tions by Defence PSUs,
commemorating ‘Azadi ka
Amrut Mahotsav’.

The exhibition was In-
augurated
virtually by
R a k s h a
Mantri Mr
R a j n a t h
S i n g h ,
from New
D e l h i
t h r o u g h

virtual platform. Open to
the public the exhibition
showcased the Ship mod-
els, tools & equipment and
maritime history of the ship-
yard since its inception.

Displaying HSL VIS News Service

The official website of
the forthcoming Multi-

national Naval Exercise -

MILAN’ 22 Website Launched
MILAN 2022 was formally
launched by Rear Admiral
Sanjay Sadhu, NM, Chief
S t a f f
Officer
(Tech-
nical),
E a s t -
e r n
N a v a l
C o m -
m a n d
on December 13, 2021. The
website is available
at www.in-milan.in and of-
fers information on various
MILAN events.

MILAN 22 is scheduled
at Visakhapatnam from Feb
25 to Mar 04, 2022 and over
45 countries have been ex-
tended invitations for par-
ticipation.

   The theme of MILAN

22 is ’Camaraderie, Co-
hesion, Collaboration’
and includes an Interna-

tional Maritime Seminar,
Subject Matter Expertise
Exchange (SMEE), Dem-
onstration of Submarine
Rescue capability, Mari-
time Expo showcasing
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’,
City Parade on the Beach
Road, sports activities, 
social, cultural and profes-
sional interactions, as also,
exercises at sea.

Working on Sustainable Agri

VIS News Service

The recently concluded
In dia International

Trade Fair (IITF) 2021,
saw a massive sale of
Khadi products with a
gross turnover of Rs 2.88
crore, thanks to the big
government push for the
l o c a l
p r o d -
ucts.  In
the first
T r a d e
Fair  or-
gan ized
in the post-Covid sce-
nario, the total sale of
Khadi products stood at
Rs 2,88,14,553/- which is
a quantum jump of 122%
from the sale of Rs 1.30
crore in the year 2019.

KVIC, this year, set
up 48 stal ls  from 20
states as compared to 30

Khadi nets of Rs.
2.88 cr at IITF

stalls from 12 states in
2019. KVIC accorded
high priority to women
artisans giving 18 (36%)
of the total  stal ls  to
women, which was con-
fined to just  20%
women’s participation in
2019. Also, huge public
turnout at the Khadi In-

dia Pavilion
pushed the
h i g h e s t
single day
sale up to
Rs 33.03
lakh as

which was just Rs 21.31
lakh in 2019.

Chairman, KVIC, Mr.
Vinai Kumar Saxena at-
tributed this growth to the
Khadi’s ever-increasing
popularity among the
masses and people’s sup-
port to the “Vocal for Lo-
cal” initiative.

Representatives of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) led by Mr. Tomio
Shichiri, Country Director (India FAO) United Nations and the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research (ICAR) recently met Chief Minister Mr.Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy at his Camp Office. A Technical Cooperation Project (TCP) Agreement
was adopted between FAO-AP on Adopting Sustainable Agro-Food Systems and
Enhancing Farmers’ Capacity in the State. As per the agreement, FAO will pro-
vide technical and financial assistance to RBKs in the state and to assist in
strengthening Farmer Assurance Centres. The FAO will also provide training to
farmers on best cultivation management practices. Agriculture Minister Mr. Kanna
Babu and Agricultural Department Special CS Ms. Poonam Malakondaiah, ICAR
Deputy Director General Dr. Ashok Kumar Singh, and others are also seen.

Update


